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Next Meeting 

February 4 

Board Meeting 6:30pm, @ 
Wegman’s 

February 6 

Membership Meeting @ the 
Banquet 

 Barn Work Days  

February 7 , Noon-2pm 

March 4 , 6-8pm 

Happy New Year Kruisers! I 
have been given the privilege 
of serving as president of 
Kruisin’ Kanines in 2016. My 
name is Jeanie Burton, and I 
have been a member of the 
club since 2000. I have served 
as secretary and board mem-
ber in the past. I have been an 
assistant instructor and substi-
tute instructor at times. I own 
three dogs and currently run 
my 5-year-old rescue Border 
collie named River in AKC, USDAA, 
and, occasionally, UKI. My young dog, 
WiFi (Border collie) is currently in train-
ing. And my adorable girl Megan taught 
me that agility is not for every dog. 

I would like to say thank you to Leigh 
Coffin for her years of service! I can truly 
say I don’t know how you did it! I also 
want to thank all the other people who 
served on the board last year and those 
who are serving this year. It is a big time 
commitment, and very much appreci-
ated by everyone. 

As most of you are aware, the board 
nominated Carole Allen as the new 
training director. I hope all of you are 
excited to see what new things will be 
happening at KK this year. 

I feel it is my role to serve the members 
of this club, so if you have suggestions 
or ideas please feel free to email me or 
another board member any time. With 
that said, we need every member of 
Kruisin’ to continue to volunteer when-
ever possible. So far, I have been blown 
away with the level of enthusiasm the 
members have shown volunteering! 

We kicked off the New Year with a run 
through event at the barn and had a 
great turn out! The weather cooperated, 
and everyone really seemed to enjoy 
themselves. Thank you to all who came 
out on Saturday to get the barn ready for 
the event, and everyone who helped 
make the first run through of 2016 a 
success! 
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Teeter  

Tales  
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Kruisin’ Kanines 
Banquet 

�●� 

February 6  

 Cocktails 6-7pm (cash bar) 

Dinner, 7pm 
�●� 

 Bucks Club 

2600 York Rd, Jamison, PA 
18929  

RSVP and pay online on members 
only tab at kruisinkanines.com by 

January 15 

 



Thrills, Chills, and Spills at December’s  

European Open Team Try-outs 

by Carole Allen 

 

D ecember 4-6, 2015, marked the first ever stand-alone “try-
out” event for American agility teams interested in partici-

pating in the upcoming European Open in Ruitz, France, in July 
2016. Previously held in conjunction with FCI/AKC World Team try-
outs, held annually in Minnesota in the spring, the new stand-alone 
event, European Open Team Try-outs (EOTT), was held on turf in a 
neatly renovated bowling alley in Middletown, WI, now operating as 
Canine Sports Zone. Live online coverage of the event was offered 
by 4-Legged Flix, providing excellent, inexpensive coverage for 
those at home (like me). 

While now FCI-recognized, the European Open (EO) started infor-
mally in 2002, and has grown to a large international competition 
allowing all breeds and mixes of dogs. Jump heights are based on 
shoulder height, and the suggested heights for this event included 
14” (“Small” dog teams), 18” (“Medium” dog teams), and 
26" (“Large” dog teams). American participation at the EO was first 
championed by Nancy Gyes, the USA/AKC FCI World Team coach, 
herself a well known, multiple World Team member and medalist, 
national/world team agility champion, and gifted agility trainer based 
in San Jose, California. Initially, it drew American competitors pre-
pared to jump international heights, as well as having the financial 
means to compete abroad. But over the years, as interest in this 
event and personal finances grew, more qualifications were at-
tached to eligibility until finally in 2012, interested parties were re-
quired to “try out” in conjunction with the annual AKC FCI World 
Team tryouts. Currently, to be eligible to compete at this standalone 
try-out event, each team must have earned their AKC AX and AXJ 
titles. Bitches in season are allowed to compete, but must run at the 
end of their height class and sit on a protective mat at the start line. 

In addition to EOTT being it’s “own” event for the first time this year, 
the scoring for this type of event was changed as well. Pushed be-
yond traditional scoring, this year’s event included no calls for refus-
als but faults for each dropped bar, missed contact, etc, with any 
three of these types of faults occurring in any one round 
causing your elimination. The usual “off course” will get you 
eliminated, as well as being over course time. Standard 
course time (SCT) is not actually set until the last dog runs 
because SCT is based on the two fastest teams’ times  
averaged, plus 10%. So, if you found yourself over that 
final SCT at the end of the class, you were eliminated due 
to being over time. This year, competitors were advised to 
run their fastest and give each performance their “all,” run-
ning to the best of their ability. Speed, not necessarily the 
avoidance of faults (obviously to a degree), were the impor-
tant factor at this event. Naturally the fastest, clean teams 
rose to the top, but Team Coach and veteran World Team 
member/national world team medalist and multiple world 
agility champion Ann Braue did not want competitors to 
“play it safe,” so the combination of the encouragement to 
run fast and the scoring rules made for exciting runs for 
both competitors and spectators. 

The “Small” dog class was comprised of 28 teams 
including 10 Shelties, 5 Miniature Poodles, 4 Minia-
ture Schnauzers, 1 Boston Terrier, 1 Cocker Spaniel, 
1 Miniature American Shepherd, 1 Papillion,  

         

 

1 All-American, 1 American Hairless Terrier, 1 Parson Russell   
Terrier, 1 Pembroke Welsh Corgi, and 1 Chinese Crested. 

The “Medium” dog class included 29 teams comprised of 16 
Shelties, 4 All-Americans, 3 Miniature Poodles, 1 Rat Terrier,  
1 Border Collie, 1 Keeshond, 1 American Hairless Terrier, and 
1 Australian Cattle Dog.  

The 70 teams that competed in the “Large” dog class included 
61 Border Collies, 3 Golden Retrievers, 2 Australian Shep-
herds, 1 All-American, 1 Belgian Malinois, 1 Labrador Re-
triever, and 1 German Shepherd Dog.  

Two types of courses were presented over five rounds of competi-
tion: “Agility,” which is comparable to “Standard” types of courses 
(contact equipment, but no pause table); and “Jumping” which is 
comparable to “Jumpers with Weaves.” And, unlike any other 
venue, each jump height had its own unique course—no same 
course for all heights here! And make no mistake about it, these 
were not typical courses. With multiple backside approaches, 
threadles, pulls through difficult gaps, difficult turns, solid-color 
weave poles that blended into the turf, an impressive wall jump, and 
long distances to run, run, run, competitors were faced with many 
challenges.  

Proof of the how difficult the courses were revealed in the results. 
While competitors were afforded access to the arena for practicing 
on Friday, in Round 1 “Agility,” the 28 small-dog class resulted in 
only 5 teams that ran clean and 23 that were eliminated. The 29 
medium-dog class resulted in just 8 teams that ran clean, 3 teams 
that incurred faults, and 18 teams that were eliminated. And the 
large-dog class of 70 teams had only 13 clean rounds, 14 teams 
that incurred faults, and 43 teams that were eliminated. Remember 
that those eliminations could have come a few different ways. And 
“clean” or not, these performances were spectacular.  

As tough as these courses were, and as competitive as these teams 
are, even from the live feed (which I watched), the overall camara-
derie was apparent and abundant. Everyone cheered for everyone, 
everyone collectively sighed for teams who faulted but then still 
cheered when they finished the course. The announcer was light-
hearted; never a negative word was shared.    Continued on page 3 

Round 2, small jumping 
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Continued from page 2 

 

Because speed was paramount and the courses were 
tricky, competitors often ran aggressively, sometimes 
throwing caution to the wind regarding themselves, 
which resulted in some handlers fumbling and falling. 
Honestly, it was amazing to me how many handlers fell, 
including one awful fall that involved a hard head slam 
by Kirstie Dean of Michigan. Fortunately, she was okay 
and continued to compete. 

Whether you ran a small dog or a large dog at this 
event, it became apparent early on that aside from be-
ing fleet of foot, a few strong skills afforded you some 
advantages. Based on what I watched, and in my opin-
ion, five great skills came right to the top of the pack: 

1. FAST and STOPPED dogwalk contact — with tricky 
sequences often following the dogwalk, a fast running 
dogwalk contact was often not a benefit. Some well-
known teams with blazingly fast running dogwalks 
showed up to this competition with brilliant (and not-so-
brilliant) stopped dogwalk contacts, anticipating these very types of 
courses. This skill was more important in the large-dog class than in 
the small or medium classes, but could be found throughout all  
classes.  

2. DISTANCE skills/handling — the ability to have early and solid 
commitment to an obstacle afforded the handler to get as far down-
stream on a course as their distance would permit. This included 
distance sends to backside jumps! If you had to run up to each ob-
stacle with your dog to get around these courses, you would quickly 
find yourself in handling trouble.  

3. EXCELLENT and INDEPENDENT jumping skills — with the ability 
to send to a particular jump while simultaneously running at an ex-
treme lateral distance or in the opposite direction, jumping skills 
(slices, turns while jumping, tight turns, etc) were paramount.  

4. STRONG teeter — the handler who was able to independently 
send their dog to a teeter and have the dog remain stationary at the 
end while the handler blasted (at full speed) well past the teeter to 
the next obstacle or backside of an obstacle, had a distinct advan-
tage. I saw many, many brilliant and completely independent teeters, 
and they definitely afforded handlers the ability to get far ahead on 
course.  

5. STRONG weave poles — not only did your dog have to find the 
weave poles (rather than the usual solid colored alternating blue and 
red poles found at international competitions, this event had solid 
alternating green and red poles, and on the live feed, the green poles 
were not very visible), but they had to stay in them while handlers 
ran past poles, layered poles, crossed behind with extreme dis-
tances, laterally moved off poles, etc. Strong weave skills were a 
blessing here. 

Each and every team deserved plenty of credit at this event. Teams 
were asked to complete the course regardless of the complications 
they might encounter along the way, and with only a few exceptions, 
all teams did. Fast, athletic teams were the norm here, so each and 
every one was amazing in their own right. In addition to my own per-
sonal favorite teams or noting dogs that I fancied in every height, I 
think my overall impressions were not necessarily unique; lots of 
viewers commented on the same things I noticed. In addition to the 
abundant fast dogs and handlers, some things were hard not to no-

tice—the crazy fast Miniature Schnauzers in the small-dog class, the 
amazingly fast Labrador Retriever in the large-dog class, small-dog 
handler Britney Imhof’s bright hot-pink hair, while running in bare feet 
(a tribute to her Papillon “Bilbo,” and homage to all Hobbits in “Lord 
of the Rings”), the small dogs’ Round 2 Jumping class, which was 
incredibly difficult, and the wonderfully mature handling by 15-year-
old Claire O’Neill with her Keeshond “Ama” in the medium-dog class.  

Local competitors included (large dogs): Jessica Ajoux, Tinna Brown, 
Perry DeWitt, Kaitlyn Dreese, Mary Lou Hanlon, Deb Lazaro, John 
Rotelle, Ann Scripko, and Rosie Sutherland. Medium dog locals in-
cluded: Susan Bintliff, Debra Fronheiser, Diane Goodspeed, Nicole 
Logan, and Kathleen Oswald. Small dog local hopefuls included: Rita 
Beradino, Susan Bintliff, Katie Conn, Cindy Miduna, and Diane 
O’Reilly. My apologies if I missed anyone. 

Ultimately, 32 dogs in total will make up the teams for the European 
Open; 16 large dogs and 16 dogs in the small and medium classes 
combined. At EOTTs, 4 dog/handler teams from each height are 
given “win on” spots based on the amount of points they earned by 
placing in their respective height. Additionally, one team from each 
height will win a spot on the team based on their performances in the 
ISC Standard class at the 2016 AKC Nationals in Tulsa, OK. The 
balance of the teams will be chosen by the EO management team.  

The four dog/handler teams winning spots on the teams based on 
their results at December’s European Open try-outs are (in alpha-
betical order):   

Large: Jessica Ajoux & Fame (US) (Border Collie); Sarah Baker & 
Hops (Border Collie); Dudley Fontaine & Bird (Border Collie);   Daisy 
Peel & Frodo (Border Collie). 

Medium: Marcy Mantell & Stripe (Shetland Sheepdog); Kathleen 
Oswald & Whimzy (Shetland Sheepdog); Deb Schulman & Spencer 
(Miniature Poodle); Jenna Williams & Maddie (Border Collie). 

Small: Katie Conn & Ritz (Shetland Sheepdog); Kory Kaye & Kae-
mon (Shetland Sheepdog); David Pappone & Dakota (Miniature Poo-
dle); Cassie Schmidt & Bliss (Miniature Poodle). 

Continued on page 4 

Round 4, medium jumping 
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I would encourage everyone to watch for upcoming news about 
the USA’s participation at the European Open. And, put next 
year’s EOTT on your “watch” list—either in person as a spectator 
or via the live feed. It really is a special event with so much to 
learn and admire from each competitor regardless of what your 
ultimate agility goals are.  

UPDATE 

After much consideration, on December 20th, EO Team Coach 
Ann Braue announced the additional EO team members. Joining 
those who won small-dog team spots will be: Pixel & Ami Shef-
field (Miniature American Shepherd); Skecher & Barb Davis 
(Shetland Sheepdog); Bilbo & Britney Imhof (Papillion); with al-
ternates (in the event a team member must withdraw) Keyme & 
Kory Kaye (Shetland Sheepdog) and Idgie & Terry Herman 
(Miniature Poodle). Added to the win-on spots of the Medium 
team are Bounce & Jessica Fanslau (Shetland Sheepdog); Bizzy 
& Diane Goodspeed (Shetland Sheepdog); Speedo & Susan 
Crank (Shetland Sheepdog); with alternate spots going to Colt & 
Jennifer Thomas (Shetland Sheepdog) and Dasher & Piper No-
vick (Shetland Sheepdog). And joining those who won spots on 
the large-dog team are Relay & Melissa Henning (Border Collie); 
Ray & Blynn Baker (Border Collie); Bratska & Chris Tucci 
(Border Collie); Jolt & Tawni Millet (Border Collie); Integrity & 
Melanie Miller (Border Collie; Karli Renay & Kaitlyn Dreese 
(Border Collie); Luna & Shane Miller (Belgian Malinois); Totem & 
Cathy Irvine (Border Collie); Zip & Jamie Herren (Border Collie); 
Rex & Susan Cochran (Border Collie); Mako & Kristie Moser 
(Border Collie); with alternates being Jungle & Chris Tucci 
(Border Collie); Vette & Sangie Brooks (Border Collie); Echo & 
Angie Benacquisto (Border Collie); Mr. T & John Rotelle (Golden 
Retriever); and Scram & Renee White (Border Collie). 

The final three team spots will be awarded based on perform-
ances in the ISC Standard class at the 2016 AKC Nationals 
(Tulsa, OK) in March 2016. Stay tuned for more excitement!  

         Continued from page 3 

If you’d like to learn more about the rules and scoring 
of the event, you can find the premium here: http://
www.akc.org/events/agility/world-agility-team/
european-open/ 

If you’d like to view the results by each Round and 
jump height, go to: http://realtimeagility.com/ 

If you are a Facebook user, coverage of the event 
including photos, class winners, course maps, etc, 
can be found here: https://www.facebook.com/AKC-
European-Open-2016-1622130051401153/?fref=ts 

If you’d like to view video from the competition by 
Round, go to: https://www.youtube.com/
user/4LeggedFlix  

(At the time this article was written, videos of the 
event could be seen at https://www.youtube.com/
user/4LeggedFlix - look for the “AKC EO Team Try-
outs 2015” and Round number. 4LeggedFlix reserves      
the right to remove those videos from public view at 

   any time.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Starting Next Month 

Agility Dogs Doing  

Therapy Work 

Read about how Kruis-

ers Cindy Everett, Bob 

Peck, Judy Eckenrode, 

Alice Hoersch, and Blake 

Rivas got into doing 

therapy with their agility 

dogs, their adventures in 

training, and their vari-

ous experiences volun-

teering in hospitals, li-

braries, court houses, 

nursing homes, etc. 

If you have a story to 

contribute, write to:  

awwalker2@gmail.com. 

 

 

Round 5, large agility 
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Membership Meeting           

All Board members were present. Meeting started at 8:15pm    
by Leigh. 

President’s Report 

Final workday for 2015 is December 5 at Noon. Leigh is asking 
for someone to organize it. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Beginning Balance: $19814.45 

Deposits: $2301.77 

Debits: $6937.07 

End Balance: $15,179.15 

Training Report 

No Classes December 23 to January 4, 2016. 

Daytime Class led by Konnie TBD. 

Need an F-1 instructor to start in January. 

AKC Report 

Kruisin is approved by AKC to hold a one-ring trial at the barn. 
Still trying to find a date, but possibly holding July 2-3, 2016. 
Thanks to Alan for his hard work. 

We have a judge for spring trial. 

 

UKI Report 

Future trial dates that are tentative are: March 5, June 3 or 4, 
and we will have the October 29 date. We have to decide 
whether we will hold a one-day or a two-day UKI trial. Teresa will 
chair them. 

Old Business 

New Year run thrus January 3 are half full. Money will be col-
lected at the trial. They will run 10am-3pm with nested courses. 
Cost is $5 per run. 

New Business 

Elections 

Jeff read the slate: Jeanie Burton, President; Teresa Koziatek, 
Vice President; Tony Luzinski, Treasurer; and Diane Carney, 
Secretary. 

Linda Goldman sent a letter, which was read in her absence by 
Jeff. 

All New Board members ran unopposed and were unanimously 
voted in. 

Konnie presented Leigh with a few parting gifts and a Lifetime 
Membership from the board. Leigh expressed her gratitude. 

Meeting adjourned at 9pm. 

Meeting Minutes        Kruisin’ Kanines Minutes, December 4, 2015 

 

Upcoming Kruisin’ Events 

January 2016 

January  –  No OPEN AGILITY PRACTICE 
this month 

January 2  – Barn Work Day Noon-2pm 

January 3 –  Run Throughs 10am-3pm, open to non-members & 
members, at the Barn 

January 4 – End of winter break for classes. The following ongo-
ing evening classes will resume this week: Intermediate (Tues), 
Advanced (Thurs), & Masters (Wed).  

January 4 – Start of Skills class (1/4-2/22) 

January 5 – Start of Foundations 1: New Night (1/5-2/23) 

January 6 – Board Meeting 6:30pm & Membership Meeting 
8:15pm, at the Point Pleasant Fire Company 

January 9 & 10 – Kaitlyn Dreese Seminar at the barn; all ses-
sions full 

January 16 – Deadline for Teeter Tales Submissions 

January 27 – Start of new daytime Advanced Class, 10am-
11am, for more information go to www.kruisinkanines.com 

           February 2016 

February – No OPEN AGILITY PRACTICE this month 

February 3 – NO MEMBERSHIP MEETING OR BOARD MEET-
ING because of annual Banquet. Board Meeting date to be deter-
mined. 

February 6 – Annual Banquet (& February membership meeting) 
at the Bucks Club 

February 20 – Deadline for Teeter Tales Submissions 

February 22 – Last Class of Skills for this session 

February 23 – Last Class of Foundations 1 for this session 

 

Weekly Club Events 2016 

  Every Sunday: Barn is open for Sunday Run Thrus,   
 all day! 

For a detailed look at all Kruisin’ Classes and Events: 

click:  Kruisin' Kanines Calendar    

For the Barn Use Schedule 

click: Barn Use Calendar 
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Vida & Dina 

Vida and I have been having a fun time in 2015 and are looking forward to the New Year! I am so 
impressed with how much we have learned together as a team, and how much more we have to 
learn. The resources for training are endless compared to when I first trained Boone, and it’s over-
whelming. Vida is like a little sponge and loving every moment we are training. I try to keep each 
training session rather short. Whenever I have a spare moment, even when I’m working and have 
only 10 minutes, I make a training plan before I begin. I vary my “what (I’m training), where (location) 
and why(I’m training it).”  

I make an effort to play more than we train in any session, wherever we are. I’m conscience of the 
fact that how much I put into our play transfers into focus and speed, as well as drive. Vida has al-
ways had a nice tug play, but if I throw a toy as a reward, she has little interest in bringing it back.  
Okay, Hello—Terrier! I don’t usually blame things on a breed (and I know this is a training issue), but 
terriers tend to make their handlers very humble at times. There are times when Vida will happily 
retrieve, but in a highly stimulating situation, I may spend more time waiting for her to complete her 
practice “MACH celebration run” than actively training when I toss a toy reward. Tying a light, long line to a toy has been extremely 
helpful. She knows it’s on there, so she doesn’t run off at full speed like she normally would, and I have control of that toy. I know this 
is something we have to work on, but like everything, there is always something to work on. I love the fact that I run a breed that is 
not commonly seen in agility, and I love the challenges that come with my breed. Who doesn’t love a challenge! Happy New Year to 
everyone!!! 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Konnie & Kaz 

This is Karizma just after I left her in her training camp while I’m in Florida for the AKC invita-
tionals and some trialing with Iko. Kaz is with a special handler who will teach her protection 
and obedience work so that I can handle her correctly when I return. I have been training 
Karizma with a highly regarded IPO world and national competitor since this summer. IPO 
stands for Internationale Prufungs-Ordnung, formerly called Schutzhund. It is a three-part sport 
including tracking, obedience, and protection phases.  

Kaz comes from top IPO lines and I wanted to see if she had the genetic foundation to do it 
herself. Because I love IPO (I did it with Caeli, who died this past summer) and because my 
instructor, Sean Rivera, trains with positive reinforcement and does residency programs, I 
thought that since I would be away for six weeks she would really learn in the intense program 
instead of laying around for this crucial time in her growth.  

Her sad eyes tell it all! She will have fun because she loves the work, but she has never been 
away from me since I’ve had her at 8 weeks. 

 

 

  
  

            
            

 

Thank�you�Dina,�Konnie,�Jeanie,�Diane,�Judi,�and�Sherry�for�this�peek�into�your�approaches�

to�training�a�puppy�for�agility�competition.�We�know�they�will�do�the�Kruisin’�club�proud,�

wish�you�the�best,�and�look�forward�to�updates�when�there�is�news!��
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Jeanie & WiFi 

At 13 months old, the puppy is now an adolescent and we are working on our con-
tacts at full height. We are continuing to jump at 16 inches, and the channel weaves 
are not closed all the way. Our focus at this time is practicing and proofing the con-
tact behaviors. WiFi is doing a 2on/2off on the dogwalk and teeter, with a running A-
frame. Maintaining criteria and highly reinforcing the best efforts is really critical at 
this time. I am also introducing the various types of jumps, including the tire, the dou-
ble, the triple, and the broad jump. For each of these, I start off shaping with the 
jumps low and, once he is consistently offering to take the jump back and forth, I be-
gin to vary my position. We then gradually raise the jump height. 

With the new year rapidly approaching, my goal is to take our agility on the road by 
signing up for seminars, matches, and run throughs. The goal is to get on a variety of 
equipment and work in new environments with the opportunity to reward all good behaviors. We are attending the Kruisin Kanine’s run 
throughs on Jan 3, and we were lucky enough the get a working spot for the Kaitlyn Dreese seminar on January 9. I’m really looking for-
ward to working with Kaitlyn! 

For something a little different, I enrolled in a disc class with WiFi. Mostly, I wanted to improve my throwing ability, and I think it is work-
ing! WiFi has been a very happy participant and he loves chasing the disc even when the throws are bad. No matter what we are doing, 
WIFI is always ready to go, go, go! Training and running him is so much fun!!

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Sunday:  All-Day Run Throughs  

Monday:  Skills, 7-8pm 

*Foundations 2 & Starters will begin in March*  

Tuesday:  Foundations 1, 7-8pm     

   Intermediate, 7-8pm  

Wednesday:  Advanced, 10-11am 

    Masters, 7-8pm   

Thursday: Advanced, 7-8pm  

The Board  

President:  Jeanie Burton   

Vice President: Teresa Koziatek   

Treasurer: Tony Luzynski   

Secretary: Diane Carney   

Directors: 

Konnie McCaffree 

Dina Melendez  

Cindy Everett  

Judy Eckenrode  

Linda Goldman 

Training Director: 

Carole Allen  

For general information visit www.kruisinkanines.com  

Kruisin’ Kanines holds its General Membership meeting on the first Wednesday of each 

month at 8:15pm. The Board of Directors also meets the first Wednesday of each 

month. If you would like to attend either meeting, please call for more information.  

Megan, River, and WiFi, from left to right  


